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The best optics and outdoor products tried & tested for you

GEARFINDER

OPTICRON 
EXPLORER WA 
ED-R 10X32
£239

Reviewed by Matt Merritt

  BINOCULARS

I
’ve spoken before about  
the fact that I increasingly 
find myself using smaller 
binoculars, both because 
technological advances 

have meant that you can now  
cram much more performance  
into a small package, and because 
more and more I’m also lugging  
a lot of other gear around.

So, I was really keen to get my 
hands on Opticron’s WA ED-R 
10x32s. The ED glass ought to 
give great light gathering and 
transmission, among other things, 
and the fact that this model 
stresses the wide angle allays  

any fears that 10x32 might  
make for rather a tunnel view.

Well, they feel absolutely great. 
They’re very compact indeed 
(120mm x 116mm x 46mm), and 
lightweight (430g), and so I was 
able to use them very comfortably 
in one hand – useful to know if 
your birding involves scrambling 
up steep paths, say, or getting 

dragged around by a pack  
of enthusiastic dogs.

They’re solidly put together, 
with textured rubber armour  
on an unfussy design.

The strap lugs are well placed, 

letting them sit flat against your 
chest, and the eyecups twist up 
and down to three distinct 
positions which stayed in place 
well. Maximum eye relief is 
16mm, which is good, and  
the eyecups are well shaped, 
remaining comfortable even  
after I’d been using the bins  
most of the day.

I liked the focus wheel.  
It’s almost 1.5 fingers wide,  
and although I’d maybe have 
preferred it to be a bit more 
textured, it was easy to use  
even when wearing thick gloves.

Good up close
It travels very smoothly, and just  
a little stiffly (it will depend on 
personal preference, but I’d always 
rather that than loosely), making 
it easy to find and maintain focus.

Close focus is quoted as 2.3m, 
but as so often seems to be the 
case, felt considerably less than 
that, under 2m, even. That  
makes these a good option  
for bug-watchers.

The image produced is very 
natural in colour, sharp and with 

The ED glass provides 
great light gathering 

and transmission

Compact and 
lightweight; 
comfortable for 
one-handed use
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VERDICT
The versatility of this light, compact but tough jacket 
more than justifies the price tag – I can imagine using 
this year-round, other than in the harshest 
conditions. A pleasure to wear.

ROHAN BRECON 
WATERPROOF JACKET £200
Reviewed by Matt Merritt
Late September was just about the 
perfect time to test this all-season 
shell, because for a couple of weeks, 
we seemed to have four seasons in 
each day.

Wintry dawns, showery spring 
mornings, a brief summer 
around about lunchtime, and 
then more squally rain in the 
long autumn of the afternoon.

The good news is, it did a 
great job in all circumstances. 
On umpteen birding 
expeditions, and a couple of 
urban shopping trips, it never 
had me wishing I’d brought my 
big winter coat, or my thinner 
summer jacket.

It’s nicely cut, so it was easy to 
wear over either a base layer and a 
fleece when it got chilly. Alternatively, over just a 
T-shirt or a base layer, it keeps the wind out, without 
you getting too sweaty and hot if you’re marching 
around.

It shrugs off rain, too, thanks to Rohan’s Barricade 
Standard. This two-layer fabric technology bonds 
the outer fabric with the internal breathable 
membrane, with the inside then being lined with 
taffeta and mesh, making the jacket waterproof, 
windproof and breathable.

The jacket is treated with a DWR (Durable Water 
Repellency) finish, which boosts water repellency 
and forces water droplets to ‘bead up’ and run off.

To reiterate – it coped well with a wide range of 
rain, from mizzly low cloud, through steady but fine 
drizzle, to a couple of downpours in which it came 
down like stair-rods.

Both the bottom hem and the cuffs are adjustable, 
for extra comfort, and there’s an excellent peaked 
hood with the ability to adjust both the front and the 
back.

I liked the pockets, too. They’re roomy, zippable, 
and well-positioned, with two waist pockets, and 
outside and inside chest pockets. All were easy to 
access while wearing binoculars and a camera 
backpack.

Finally, it’s light (595g) and packs down to 
1500ml, making it easy to carry along if the  
day starts bright and sunny.

JACKET

good contrast, and surprised me 
with its brightness, even when 
birding in woodland near dusk, 
for example. That ED glass is 
clearly doing its job.

That’s also in evidence with 
the colour-fringing, or rather the 
lack of it. Even against strong 
sunlight, it was difficult to find 
more than a hint of it, which  
is seriously impressive. It was 
helped by the fact that they’re  
so easy to handle, and thus 
maintain the correct eye  
position with.

Most impressive of all, 
perhaps, is that the field of  
view (105m@1000m) feels more 
than adequate – I’d wondered 
whether the combination of 
higher magnification and 
smaller objective lens might 
make everything feel a bit 
cramped. It doesn’t. The ‘sweet 
spot’ is really large, extending 
close to the edges of the image.

Accessories are a good 
neoprene strap, a fabric case,  
a rainguard that fits snugly but 
removes easily, and removable 
tethered objective lens covers.

SPECS
Eye relief: 16mm

Field of view: 105m@1000m

Close focus: 2.3m

Weight: 430g

Size: 120mm x 116mm x 46mm

RRP: £239

Accessories: Neoprene strap, 

rainguard, fabric case, removable 

tethered objective lens covers

VERDICT
These really are 
excellent binoculars, 
especially considering 
the price. I used them for 
a week in pretty trying 
conditions and only once 
missed my regular 42s 
optically, but their 
compact, user-friendly 
design more than made 
up for that. If you want 
something smaller, you 
need to try these.

OPTICS   

HANDLING 

VALUE 

OVERALL

Solidly put together, with 
textured rubber armour 
on an unfussy design...


